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What and who gave Vladimir Putin the power he has today? The answer is easy. It was a direct and undebatable 
consequence of the sanctimonious green policies of most Western governments, and their leaders. 


Canada provides a great illustration. 


Since 2015 our sweet, misgoverned country has put (and how vacant this phrase is, almost as vacant as the 
objective it sets) "reducing Canada's greenhouse gas emissions" as its policy holy of holies. 


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, his former adviser Gerald Butts, former environment minister and climate-warrior 
Catherine McKenna, and her even more fervid replacement, Steven Guilbeault ("you may remember me from such 
roles as The Greenpeace Spider-Man") - these four made that goal more than just policy: it is now far more dogma 
and doctrine, a conviction of such intensity that it is genuinely parallel to the deep convictions of seriously religious 
people. 


In other words, more faith than science, but as with faith, it's a creed that claims a status beyond argument, beyond 
rational measurement. 


Religious people are not only explicit in declaring their beliefs, they exult in trusting what, by definition, cannot be 
proven. They understand and forthrightly declare that religion is a territory beyond, outside or above reason. That is 
the very nature of faith as a category. 


The greeners however like to mix the categories, not only like to, but it is an essential weapon in their campaigns 
that categories should be confused. They ask you to "believe" in the threat of a climate Armageddon as at the same 
time insist with vehemence that it is "the science" that absolutely declares it an unarguable reality. You do not 
believe facts, you accept them. Facts require no belief, which is, curiously, why we call them facts. 


Al Gore as long as 20 years ago was much given to uttering with Vatican-force confidence that "the science is 
settled." 


A declaration that ironically proved he was very unclear about the nature of science itself, which is always in the 
nature of a continuous searching, subject to undying skepticism, constant revision, and most powerfully - in the face 
of the dazzling complexity of the universe - utter humility as the ground base for the human attempt to know it fully. 


There are many qualities of true-believer green devotees, but in that great catalogue humility finds neither welcome 
nor meaning. 
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Many have noted the deep similarities between the belief in a pending climate apocalypse and genuine religion. It is 
in fact a mime-religion, an ersatz faith, with all the negative energies that attend absolutist religions. That includes 
intolerance of disbelievers (they are "deniers" - perhaps the ugliest word in the modern lexicon). High 
sanctimoniousness. Investment in the most unlikely "prophets" (i.e. Greta Thunberg). And most crucial of all - utter 
and unflinching certitude. 


It is a strange, if not weird mentality, and if it were restricted, as most faiths are these days to the personal domain, 
perhaps not something that those who do not subscribe to its edicts would have to bother much with, or indeed 
would wish to. 


But it is an altogether different matter when it is within this mindset, this mentality, that the public policy of an entire 
country, or entire countries, is determined. Determined and imposed as in Canada for the past six years in 
particular. That has come with such costs, financial and political, in the West of Canada. That has placed the 
development of this whole world's most fundamental resource - energy - on a negative slope. That has barred 
pipelines, or as in the case of Trans Mountain messed it up altogether. A mindset that during this bleak COVID 
period, with an already battered economy, led the Liberal government to remorselessly proceed with a hike in the 
carbon tax. 


In other words it has done everything possible to keep oil and gas in the Canadian ground. Much as other western 
and particularly European countries have madly chased a "renewables future" of windmills and solar panels that 
they do not yet have in place. 


The green crusade is now showing its true cost. Putin, vile dictator that everyone says he is, stayed with oil and 
gas. The green ideology and the policies it bred established his current might, his capacity to blackmail Europe, to 
go to war against Ukraine, disrupt world economies, feed the post-COVID inflation of most countries, and put half 
the world in a justifiable anxiety about - the unthinkable - nuclear war. 


And finally, the deepest irony - a lot of these same countries are now backing off their pious green professions, coal 
is making a necessary comeback, some nations are warning of energy rationing, and poor, sad Joe Biden (he killed 
the Keystone pipeline on the first day of his feeble presidency) is doing a genuflection to Saudi Arabia, and talking 
of a tax rebate on gasoline. 


And here at home the carbon tax, aggravated by soaring inflation, is hitting the least able to take a hit. Gasoline will 
soon become a commodity for only the very well-off, and food prices - which are heavily related to energy costs - 
are in high acceleration. We are paying in so many ways for those four wise green minds who locked Canada into 
the folly faith of the green apocalypse. 


But things are fine | am certain today at the Commonwealth summit in Rwanda. | hear Prince Charles is there, one 
of the very high cardinals in the church of green. He and Trudeau probably pray together. 
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